48 HOURS IN BODRUM
This resort town is a seaside haven for
all things relaxing and rejuvenating

BEDAZZLED IN BATUMI
Exquisite architecture and temperate
climate make for the perfect getaway
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Dear Readers,

This month, we travel to Galle (page 20), a stunning

coastal city in Sri Lanka whose walls enclose a dose

of culture, exquisite design and great food. On page

26, we take you to Salalah, the Omani city whose fine

frankincense, archaeological marvels and cascading

waterfalls make for an exciting visit. We head to Bodrum

(page 32) in Turkey, ideal for a quiet, seaside holiday

away from the crowd and with much to rejuvenate and

relax. We also go to Batumi (page 38), a city in Georgia

where the year-round temperate climate and magnificent

architecture are just a few among its many charms. We

always endeavour to bring to you stories about the most

sought-after destinations across the globe, and we hope

this issue inspires you to travel the world and soak up all

that it has to offer!

Happy reading,

Editorial Team
Nawras

Batumi
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Four Decades of Educational Excellence
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ISSUE

Dr. Vishwanath Karad
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| ADMISSIONS

OPEN
MIT PUN is now-

2018-19
MIT'World Peace University

Faculty of ENGINEERING & DESIGN Faculty of MANAGEMENT

B.Tech. & M.Tech. Civil | Mechanical | Computer BBA Marketing | HR | Finance |

Science & Engg. | Chemical | Electrical | BBA International Business |

Electronics & Communication | Petroleum | BBA Computer Applications |

Polymer | Mechanical (Robotics & Automation) BBA Event Management

M.Tech. stipend as per norms _ General Management | Marketing | HR | Finance |
B.Des. Product Design | User Experience Design Operations | International Business | Banking &

Faculty of Financial Services | Telecom & Marketing
w Management | Lighting & Energy Management |
B.A. Hons. Geography | Psychology | English | Hospital & Healthcare Management | CSR |
Polttlca! Selenes | Egenenmie: Sports Management | Construction & Project
B.Sc. Computer Science . .
Management | Innovation & Entrepreneurship

M.Sc. Computer Science | Mathematics | Statistics |
Big Data Analytics MCA Management

BCA | MCA Science
B.Com. | B.Com. E-Commerce | M.Com. w
B. Pharm. | M. Pharm.

School of
JOURNALISM, FILM STUDIES & PHOTOGRAPHY POLITICAL LEADERSHIP (MIT-SOG)
B.A. Mass Media | Film Studies & Production MPG

B.A. | Diploma Photography Faculty of EDUCATION
M.A. International Journalism | B.Ed. I M.Ed.

Digital Communication & Marketing

School of

FINE ARTS & PERFORMING ARTS
BFA Fine Arts | Applied Arts School of ECONOMICS
BPA Dance | Music | Drama B.Sc. | B.A. Hons.

Step 1: Register and Apply online | Step 2: Appear for selection process

Selection Criteria i MBA - CAT/MAT/XAT/GMAT/MAH-MBA-CET score

. : & GD-PI
B.Tech. & B.Pharm. - JEE Main/MHT-CET score : . q
B.Tech. Direct 2nd year admissions are open : BBA, BCA, MCA (Science), Economics, } MIT-WPU

i 5 | MIT WORLD PEACE
"&:«. MIT-WPU | UNIVERSITY | rune

DOCTORAL PROGRAMS
Ph.D.

¢ Arts, Commerce & Science, MPG Entrance &
M.Tech. & M.Pharm. - GATE / GPAT score 2 q
B.Des. - UCEED score + GD & PI : Diploma & B.A. Photography, BPA & BFA Personal

MCA Management - MAH-MCA-CET & PI i B.Ed. & M.Ed. - MAH-CET score interview

260/04-18/A-247-249

International Admissions (Foreign / OCI / PIO / NRI quota) are open
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// ROOM SERVICE
SNIPPETS, TIPS & FACTS ABOUT TRAVEL, PEOPLE, HISTORY AND EVENTS // INTERVIEW

Explore more
of Jordan

>
i #-‘_.-.
: l! ———
\ =
p——

0
WENIW

VIR LD

L |

z
Z

Enjoy 14 flights a week to Amman from Sharjah!

Route Flight No. Departure Arrival Frequency
v Sharjah - Amman G9337 08:15 10:25 Daily
Sharjah - Amman G9339 18:45 20:55 Daily
Do not forget to pre-book i@ Seat =2 Meal Wl Baggage © Insurance
AIR@EWARDS Sign up with Air Rewards & start earning points today — e e s e, 5
Book at airarabia.com | Call Sharjah (06)5580000, Abu Dhabi (02)6315888, Al Ain (03)7666630 ] '
. | (¢ . RAMADAN, ACROSS THE WORLD
Ras Al Khaimah (07)2284177 or visit our sales offices or travel agents il . . _
Ramadan, a month of fasting, is an annual observance in the ninth month of the Islamic calendar
b @airarabiagroup @ @@ | Terms and conditions apply.
-" N Muslims taking part in Ramadan This year, Ramadan begins in the Ramadan concludes with Eid
T i eat one meal (sehri) before dawn evening of May 15, continuing till ul-Fitr, a celebration following
o 5 L and another (iftar) after sunset the evening of June 14 the period of fasting
w | *




EVENTS

CALENDAR

First week of May
Moatsu Festival

PHOTO: pinterest.com

Where: Nagaland, India

Celebrated by the Ao tribes of Nagaland, this

marks the end of the planting season with
singing, dancing, and merrymaking.

www.reviewne.com

May 2 - 12
Tehran International
Book Fair

Where:

Tehran, Iran
Considered one of
the most important
book fairs in the
Middle East, this
cultural event

is attended by
millions of people,
including various
renowned authors
and academicians
from across

the globe.
www.tibf.ir
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May 3 - 5

SANDBOX Festival

Where: El Gouna, Egypt

A yearly music festival held on the beaches of
Egypt since 2013, it incorporates long set times
and numerous live acts. Performers this year
include Adam Port, Baher, DJ Tennis and more.

www.sandboxfestival.com

May 19 - 20

Great Wall Festival

Where: Great Wall of China, China

An electronic music festival, this is held on the
Great Wall itself. Performers for 2018 include
Nina Kraviz, Dixon and Chris Liebing. There will
also be a 5K run, cycling and camping.
www.greatwallfestival.com

May 20
Tolma Festival

Where: Hnaberd, Armenia

This celebrates to/ma, a traditional Armenian
dish. It includes a competition for chefs, along
with traditional songs and dances.
www.armenia.travel

May 26 - 31
Stars of the
White Night Festival

Where:

St Petersburg,
Russia

The Mariinsky
Theatre of

ballet and

opera organises
this annual
summer festival,
incorporating
array of themes
and motifs into a
range of eclectic
performances.
wWww.mariinsky.ru
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Where: Kiev,
Ukraine

Officially known

as the Day of Kyiv,
this is a Ukrainian
holiday celebrated
in the capital on
the last weekend of
May. Celebrations
typically last for
two days, and ac-
tors and performers
throng the streets.
www.ukraine-kiev-
tour.com

events D

May 27
Kiev Day

May 29

Vesak Festival

airarabia.com

Where: Colombo, Sri Lanka

Also known as the Buddhist Festival of Light,
colourful lanterns adorn home interiors while
luminous displays decorate the streets.
www.srilanka.travel



SNAPSHOT

1
CAIRO, EGYPT
The narrow lanes of
Khan El-Khalili are
essentially a medieval-
style mall. This group of
shops, often arranged
around small courtyards,
stocks items as diverse
as soap powder and
semi-precious stones.

2

GRAND COVERED

ISTANBUL, TURKEY
A traditional covered
bazaar dating back
to the 15th century,
its more than 4,000
shops sell a variety
of goods ranging
from jewellery to silk
garments and from
carpets to leather.

Emilia Clarke

NEW RELEASE - Solo is an upcoming
American space western film centered on Han
Solo, a character from the Star Wars franchise.
This will be the second Star Wars anthology
film, following the 2016 film Rogue One.

THE QUOTE - "My father always said, ‘Never
trust anyone whose TV is bigger than their
book shelf - so | make sure | read.”

TRIVIA - In 2010,
Clarke was cast as
Daenerys Targaryen

in the HBO medieval
fantasy series Game of
Thrones, based on the
book series A Song of
Ice and Fire by George
RR Martin.

MINUTE
GUIDETO

CIRCUMHORIZONTAL
ARCS

A circumhorizontal
arc is an optical
phenomenon from
the family of ice
halos formed by
the refraction of
light from the sun
or moon in plate-
shaped ice crystals
suspended in the
atmosphere, most
commonly in cirrus
or cirrostratus
clouds. “Fire
rainbow” is a
name commonly
ascribed to this,
even though it is
in truth neither
a rainbow nor
related to fire in
any way.

u You can comment on your experience or discover Air Arabia’s latest news and offers by following @airarabiagroup

The world’s first
glow-in-the-dark frog

This special fluorescent creature has been discovered in Argentina.

Boasting a palette of dull greens, yellows and reds under normal light,

the polka-dot tree frog, also known as Hypsiboas Punctatus, emits a
bright blue and green glow in the dark. According to scientists, this is
due to fluorescence i.e. the ability to absorb light at short wavelengths
and re-emit it at longer wavelengths. The phenomenon, until now,
had not been seen in amphibians, although many ocean creatures
such as corals, fish, and sharks exhibit fluorescence. Among terrestrial
creatures, it is said to be found in parrots and some scorpions.

12
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FIRST WOMAN
FLIES SOLO
ACROSS ATLANTIC
Amelia Earhart, in
her red Lockheed
Vega plane,

took off from
Harbor Grace,
Newfoundland,
Canada, and landed
15 hours later near
Londonderry,
Northern Ireland.

In the process, she
became the first
woman - and the
only person since
Charles Lindbergh -
to fly nonstop

and alone across
the Atlantic.

TRAVEL APP

Triplt Pro

This app does more
than notifications on
reservations and flight
changes. It sends
automatic alerts if an
airline owes money
for a cancellation or
delay, and also gives
up-to-the-minute
updates on airport
security wait times
at a growing list of
airports. In addition,
it offers interactive
airport maps.
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Fort Qaitbey

This dates back to

the 1480s. Explore

its stone-walled
chambers, climb up to
the roof for panoramic
views, and visit the
museums and the
planetarium here.

12 howrs

City Stopover: Alexandria

EXPERIENCE DO SHOP
Bibliotheca Souq District Corniche
Alexandrina This is an about-10- Located along the

Located on the shore

of the

sea, this is a library
and cultural centre

that a

museums and

organ

eastern harbour, this
gives a peek into
Egyptian lifestyle, and
bustles with bakeries,
cafes, raw-food stalls
and shops selling
household items.

mile long waterfront
promenade. It offers
stunning views of
the sea, particularly
enchanting in the
evenings when it is all
ises exhibitions. lit up.

Mediterranean

Iso houses

L

#AirArabia or DM photos of your trips with us to

(@airarabiagroup and we’ll post them online

MUSIC PLAYLIST Releasing on May 4, Jon Hopkins’ Singularity

is said to be influenced by the UK producer’s experiences with
meditation and trance states. It embraces a wide stylistic range
that spans rugged techno to transcendent choral music, from solo
acoustic piano to psychedelic ambient.

air
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ROOM SERVICE

A STAY TO REMEMBER

With some unique and unusual rooms, these hotels offer a
great experience you will never forget

14
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11 MIRRORS DESIGN HOTEL
KYIV

Inspired by world heavyweight champion boxer
Wiladimir Klitschko, the aesthetics of this hotel are
sleek, modern and minimalist. The design incorporates
large spaces to let in light, exposed slate, designer
fixtures and luxurious furnishings. The property
uses the idea of reflections, bringing together many
‘mirrors’ to create a multifaceted and a seemingly
infinite series of reflections.

34A, B Khmelnytskogo St, Kyiv
T: +38 044 58111 11
www.TTmirrors-hotel.com

L Ofarry sights

ATTRAP REVES
FRANCE

Each room of this hotel is designed as a giant bubble,
allowing guests to sleep under the stars and observe the
Milky Way. The habitat is designed entirely with recyclable
materials to create interactivity and live a unique experience.
The bubbles themselves are available in multiple styles, with
highlights such as wooden furniture, grass flooring, warm
colours, exotic materials such as bamboo, straw and river
sand, and more.

Chemin de la Ribassiére, 13190 Allauch, France
T:+33 4917210 89
www.attrap-reves.com

Sleek

dcsigvus

DREAMS CAVE HOTEL
TURKEY

Located amongst the stunning rock formations
of Cappadocia, this rustic accommmodation is on
the site of an ancient cave home. Most rooms
are to be found within the caves, with carved
rock walls and ceilings, neatly combined with
chic furnishings and modern bathrooms. There
is also a lovely cave restaurant on site serving a
daily continental breakfast as well as a range of
traditional Turkish dishes and light snacks.

50650 Ortahisar/Urgtip/Nev ehir, Turkey
T: +90 (384) 343 33 93
www.dreamscave.com

airarabia.com



INTERVIEW

AN ARTISTICJOURNEY

From sketching as a child to explaining business situations with

drawings, French painter Michel Testard has had a diverse experience

An engineer and MBA from leading
educational institutions in France, life
clearly had different plans for Michel
Testard. Skilled in sketching from the
beginning, he moved on to painting
with a range of techniques, including
charcoal, oil and more. Working with

small, middle and large formats,
Testard derives inspiration from French
cartoonists of his youth as well as more
contemporary names too.

» How did an engineer from Ponts et
Chaussées and an MBA holder from
INSEAD become a painter?

| was actually drawing and sketching
from a very young age. Born in Japan,
| used to sketch ghosts, horses and
cruise liners when | was a child. | kept
practising at school - my notepads
have a drawing on almost every page.
And | continued this as a management
consultant, as | found that most senior
executives are visual people. Sketching

a business situation was often a useful
synthesis.

» Did you have an interest in art even
as a child?

Yes, sketching, cartooning and colouring
were very natural to me. | was educated
in a family where art and music were
important. My father collected art - for
instance, he collected Japanese screens.

» Why did you choose to make India
your muse?

It happened by chance, or perhaps
it was a stroke of destiny. | arrived in
India for the first time in 1999, visiting a
friend from INSEAD. And | immediately
fell in love with the country, where |
rediscovered an ‘East’, an ‘Orient’ that
was probably asleep inside me after so
many years spent in Europe.

» What fascinates you about India?
For me it is an idea, a feeling of the
‘Orient’, which is half-way between
where | was born (Japan) and where |
have been educated (Europe). Many
things fascinated me in India: the
magnificent past that you admire
through India’s grand monuments, forts,
havelis and ruins. But also, modern
India, urban India with its bustling
streets, crumbling buildings and the
hopeful or scary dream of smart or
ma(d)xima cities. And the people of
India - so diverse, colourful, human
and wise; the musicians of India, the
extraordinary sitarists or tabla maestros
whom | happened to listen to and then
meet through my own journey, learning
the sitar.

» Which other countries and subjects
do you like to paint?

| have sketched many subjects in Japan,
Africa, and the Middle East during my
travels. Other subjects range from
boats (my father worked in a shipping
company), travel, landscapes with many
cartoons on people, politicians and even
gurus, and business situations as well.

» Which technique of painting do you
enjoy the most and why?

| have learned over the years to try and
experience all of them. | would not say
that | really prefer one over the others.
| am most at ease in sketching and also
wash. But | am often struggling when it
comes to colours. Watercolour to me
is a matter of chance - sometimes it
works, often it does not! Acrylic is easier
because you can redo, rework quite
rapidly. And oil is probably the most
difficult but also the most rewarding.
So, in practice, | tend to rotate from one
technigue to the other, mixing sketches
on easy technigues to preparing for
larger works on canvas. | often go from
the small in ink and wash to the medium
in acrylic to the large in oil. A collage is
a nice break in the routine. And | often
practise scales like in music i.e. | try my
tools on one technique by making short,
spontaneous sketches, before moving
on some real work. Sometimes | try
calligraphy as well, as | love Urdu and
Arabic calligraphy. ©®

Inset: Michel Testard; Opposite page:
Various paintings by the artist
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The picturesque walled town of Galle is a traveller's haven with its
unique charm and gorgeous architecture R

TEXT BY RIAAN JACOB GEORGE



“If you're the kind of traveller that seeks
discreet experiences, a dose of culture,
exquisite design and great food, then
this is your kind of town,” says Galle-
based heritage walking specialist
Shanjei Perumal. Located on the
stunning southern coast of Sri Lanka
about 90 minutes from Colombo,
Galle is easily accessible through the
Southern Expressway. Once occupied
by the Dutch, it has always held sway
over travellers for its unique charm and
gorgeous architecture, and has seen a
major revival in the past few years.
Courtesy a host of Sri Lankan and
international entrepreneurs, chefs and
designers, Galle has, in recent years,
emerged as a trendy capital of all things

cool. Perumal, a former adman from
Colombo, gave up his corporate job to
set up Galle Fort Walks, where he takes
curious travellers around the old Dutch
Fort, lavishing them with anecdotes,
funny trivia and giving them an insider’s
look at the Galle Fort. Set out on your
own on a walk through the cobbled
lanes of this old town today and you
will come across hipster espresso bars,
heritage boutique hotels, sprawling
villas and trendy boutiques.

The best place to lay your suitcases
down would be at the all-new
Bartizan. This spanking new luxury
boutique hotel, housed in a heritage
structure, overlooks the old ramparts
and features just under a dozen

22
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OUTSIDE GALLE

The stunning southern
beaches of Sri Lanka are
situated just a half hour away
from Galle Fort. Exit the fort
and drive along the coastal
road to explore the different
beaches and natural lagoons,
where you can simply get

off the road and jump into
the water. The beach bars

of Unawatuna come alive

at night, while the surfing
culture of Weligama and
Mirissa is worth checking
out. You can choose to go
whale-watching or even
enrol in a surf school at one
of the many beach towns.

rooms and suites, reeking of discreet
luxury. Spend some time admiring
its understated yet appealing décor
and the quirky furniture, and go for
some spa amenities at Spa Ceylon,
a homegrown luxury spa brand.
You could enjoy a sundowner at the
private terrace, where you can also
capture a few Instagram shots against
the backdrop of the hotel’s replica
bartizan (bartizan = a sentinel tower
ina fort).

While exploring the quaint streets of
Galle, you will undoubtedly notice its
many courtyards. Most of the colonial

Opening Page: South Coast beach; Facing
page top: Lighthouse in Galle; Top:
Church Street in the Dutch Galle Fort;
Bottom: Medieval warehouse building in
Queens street of old Fort

23
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ESCAPE

villas dating back to the Dutch times
feature stunning courtyards, which
have been restored and landscaped
to perfection. A case in point is the
Fortaleza restaurant, in the courtyard
of an old Dutch spice warehouse, which
serves up gourmet coffee and fabulous
food. You could also step inside the
elegant courtyard of the age-old Galle
Fort Hotel, which has balustraded
balconies and is entirely shaded with
frangipani trees. While the swimming
pool is off-limits for non-resident
guests, the courtyard restaurant is
a great place to enjoy a meal. The
Fort Bazaar boutigue hotel also has
a massive, tree-lined courtyard, with
a cafe and restaurant attached. The
Bartizan, too, has a Mediterranean-
inspired courtyard, where you can sip
on some afternoon tea, served daily.



ESCAPE

Though a sunset walk with Galle
Fort Walks is always recommended,
you can also spend some time ambling
through the town’s lanes discovering
things by yourself. There are multiple
shopping options to be enjoyed. Stick
No Bills is a vintage poster and art
store, a Galle legend of sorts, while TPV
is a trendy boutique for clothes and
accessories. Don’t forget to get some
local souvenirs at the Barefoot store,
known for its sarongs and textiles.

If you're looking to enjoy a slice
of Sri Lankan cuisine, you must try
the ubiquitous hopper, a Sri Lankan
pancake eaten with curry. Head over

to Hoppa, a tiny joint that specialises in
the humble hopper. From its six tables
and a glass wall, you can see your
hoppers being prepared by local chefs.
Try the egg hoppers with a selection
of curries for a truly local experience.
You could also head on over to the
Dutch Hospital, a shopping and dining
precinct where you are spoilt for choice.
For some delicious tuna sushi and crab
delicacies in the fort, drop in to The
Tuna & The Crab, a restaurant run by
celebrity chef Dharshan Munidasat. If,
instead, interesting menus of fusion
and traditional Sri Lankan food and
Western options, are more your style,
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go up the flight of stairs to the trendy
restaurants Tequila Mockingbird and
A Minute By Tuk Tuk. For a fine dining
experience, try the gourmet menu at
The Fort Printers, where you will be
charmed not just by the refined fare
but also by its great design.

A popular hangout for locals and
tourists alike is Isle of Gelato, a stylish
ice cream boutique that pegs itself as
Sri Lanka’s first truly artisanal gelato
joint. Set up by local entrepreneurs
Suranjan and Shalini Perera, it offers
a host of island-inspired flavours like
jackfruit, lemon curd, coconut and
tamarind, much loved by visitors. ®

Facing page top: A coconut seller uses
his bike to transport his goods through
the old city of Galle; Facing page
bottom: Traditional fishermen on sticks
at sunset; Top: A fair at Court Square;
Bottom: Multicoloured old boat in the
fishing port
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From the finest frankincense and archaeological marvels to

cascading waterfalls and culinary delights, this Omani city is -
replete with much to see, do and sniff
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When planning a trip to Oman, | was
advised to be led by my nose more than
my eyes. What a thousand beautiful
pictures will not say, a single bottle of
the purest frankincense will convey in
silence. And thus it was, that | found my
way to a little slice of perfume heaven
called Salalah. An Arabian Sea port in
the governorate of Dhofar, it once lay
at the heart of Oman’s 6,000-year-
old frankincense trade and is also
home, incidentally, to the world’s first
frankincense ice cream! Friends in
the know had assured me that Dhofar
is also a haven for the Arab world’s
finest bakhoor - hand-blended incense,
made using powdered flowers, raisins,
perfumed oils, ground seashells and
several other aromatics. Along my
sojourn in the city, | came across several
women artisans selling fine bakhoor
from their homes, at weekly markets
and at souks. In Oman, burning this
particular incense is believed to ward
off bad luck. Quite heartening, then, to
be welcomed by its aroma at our hotel!

Doing justice to Salalah’s perfume
and archaeological heritage requires
at least three whole days, so plan
accordingly if Salalah is one among
several stops along your Oman itinerary.
The best place to begin your tryst
with the city, as | did, is at the Land of
Frankincense Museum, which chronicles
the country’s maritime history from
2000 BC to the present day. It was here
that | discovered, much to my surprise,
that frankincense was once a currency
- Oman used it for trade between the
7th century BC and the 2nd century AD!
Not too far away from the museum is
the Al Baleed Archaeological Park, a
UNESCO World Heritage Site that was
recently excavated to reveal evidence
of a historical port city.

More architectural heritage then
awaited me at Khor Rori, roughly
an hour's drive from the Al Baleed

Opening page: A beautiful beach near
the city; Left: The Salalah clock
tower; Facing page top: Al Baleed
Archaeological Park; Facing page bottom:
The entrance to the Grand Mosque
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Archaeological Park. The Hadramite
kingdom'’s fortified town lies here, with
some of its walls and pillars still intact,
harking back to an era bygone. More
modern architectural details can be
found at Mirbat, a small fishing town
to the east of Dhofar, renowned for
its carved shutters, vibrantly coloured
doors and traditional wooden boats.
It is also renowned for its natural side:
it boasts an incredibly diverse bird
population - including red-necked
phalaropes, bridled terns and kingfishers
- that draws birdwatchers from across
the world.

Far removed from the more busy vibe
of the northern parts of Oman, Salalah
is also a natural haven you might not
have been expecting from what is -
for all intents and purposes - a desert
region. One of the only two places on
the Arabian peninsula that experience a

monsoon (the other being Yemen), the
city transforms once every year into a
vision in green, with a lush countryside
punctuated by pristine  beaches,
magnificent waterfalls and diverse
wildlife. You can spot camels, dolphins,
whales and turtles aplenty here. One
absolute must-visit is Mughsay! Beach,
with its frankincense trees offering you
plenty of spots to relax and unwind
in their shade, ideally accompanied
by a hearty picnic basket full of local
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delicacies such as Dhofari kak bread
and khubz lahooh, a fried, slightly sweet
crepe-like delight.

If a traditional desert vibe is what you
seek, however, go the tried-and-tested
way - an exotic safari through the Empty
Quarter, also known as Rub Al Khali,
which is one of the largest deserts on
Earth. Arranging for a guide is advisable
for a truly enriching experience. You
can begin with an area within the desert
called Ramlat Hashman and spend the

WHERE TO STAY

AL BALEED RESORT
SALALAH by Anantara
Offering a luxurious
experience of Oman’s
culture, this villa resort is
everything you need and
more, for the perfect Omani
vacation. The first of its
kind in Salalah, it is inspired
by Dhofar’s iconic coastal
fortresses, with intricate
architectural detailing
accompanying princely
comforts and amenities.

HILTON SALALAH RESORT
If you seek a spectacular
view of the Indian Ocean,
the Hilton is your best bet in
Salalah. A mere 15 minutes
by road from the Salalah
International Airport, it is a
convenient, accessible and
comfortable option.

Facing page: Traditional tropical
outdoor market huts; Top: The beautiful
lobby of a hotel; Right: An intricately-
carved wooden doorway

entire day driving through the bare and
beautiful landscape, heading back to
Salalah after sunset.

Before wrapping up my Omani
holiday, a visit to the famed souks in
and around Salalah was imperative.
The Al Husn Soug, nestled in the midst
of Salalah’s old neighbourhoods, is a
bubbling cauldron of Omani tradition,
with exquisite handicrafts on offer. The
Al Hafah Souqg, a mere three kilometres
from the city, is Oman’s largest
frankincense market. Surrounded by
lofty coconut trees, it places on offer
a vast variety of products including
traditional textiles, gum, incense, gold
and silver jewellery, and more. With
its endless rows of frankincense and
bakhoor merchants, this souk is the
closest I've been to perfume paradise.
As far as the jewellery goes, intricate
neckpieces, carved gold medallions
and exquisite gold chains abound, and
they're not as hard on your pocket as
you might think! ®
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4@ hours in

Soolrum

|deal for a quiet weekend far from the madding crowd,

this lazy resort town is a seaside haven for all things

relaxing and rejuvenating

TEXT BY TERESA LISBON

LLeaving Cappadocia for Bodrum along my Turkish holiday, my expectations
were high. Weary from all the dusty hikes the former had afforded me, the
latter had been presented to me as a poolside paradise by every travel
website | had visited on the Internet. And for those who might aver that the
Internet is hardly the best place to glean impressions of a town as exotic
as this one, | beg to differ - it was as relaxing and luxe as it was made out
to be. And | was a happy, happy woman. While arriving in the evening as
part of a packed Turkish itinerary might make you feel like you've lost a few
precious hours of daylight, it’s really the best way to set the tone for the
next two days, easing you into the experience of a town that is utterly and
absolutely a haven for rejuvenation.

WHERE TO STAY

MACAKIZI

The best hotel is a wonderful duo, it is home
for soaking in combination of to 81 rooms

the local culture sophistication housed in stone
and interacting and indigenous cottages that
with the local charm. Run by cascade down
crowd, Macakizi a mother-son the hillside.

THE MARMARA BODRUM
I ——

Considered is a visual feast. outdoor seating
one of the A central pool area and an
most exciting tucked into airy restaurant
properties the hillside, an are just a few

in town, The elegant lounge among its many

Marmara Bodrum  with an exquisite highlights.
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| began my first day in Bodrum dozing
along the pool at my hotel - truly,
the best way to begin a day on any
holiday. Gathering up my things just
before the sun got too high and harsh,
I was packed and ready to head out
for a cruise along the Aegean Sea.
Ordinarily, Aegean cruises depart
from the harbour at around 10 in the
morning, and mine was right on time.
As we set sail, | knew | was headed
for a few more hours of absolute
relaxation, with spectacular views
to boot! | was aboard a traditional
Turkish wooden gulet manufactured,
as my guide gave me to understand,
in Bodrum itself. Comfortable, suitably
exotic and wonderfully spacious, it

airarabia.com

was like a yacht from a dream. And the
seven other travellers aboard were as
smitten with the very feeling of gliding
along the brilliant blue water as | was,
the excellent fresh seafood awaiting us
for lunch serving as a hearty bonus.

A true-blue Turkish meal can be
quite a belt-busting affair, as | soon
found out. The fresh seafood we
had been promised for lunch was
indeed as fresh as could be, and was
accompanied by a Turkish mezze
platter that had me heading straight
for the plush lounging area once | was
done gorging onit. Thereis something
about a thoroughly satisfying meal
that makes you want to lie back and
let the sense of satiation wash over
you, and as | let the gentle lapping of
the waves caress my ears, | felt more
at peace than | had in months.

35

airarabia.com

EXPLORE

Docking back at the harbour at 5 in
the evening, my gulet bid me farewell
as | stepped off, already missing the
serenity of the cruise. But the town
had much to offer, and | made my way
to Bodrum Castle of the Knights of St.
John, an imposing Crusader fortress
that attracts quite a bit of attention
along the waterfront. While there
is a lot to see here, the underwater
archaeological exhibits were what
riveted me, especially the Uluburun
shipwreck, which is a reconstruction
of a Bronze Age ship believed to have
been bound for the Nile, that had been
discovered in the area loaded with
exciting cargo that included copper

Opening page: The historic windmill;
Facing page top: View of Bodrum Castle
and Marina; Facing page bottom: A view
of Bodrum; Bottom: Red Axinella Sponge
in Axinella cannabina
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ingots, vessels, ostrich eggs and

gold jewellery!

DAY 2

My second day in Bodrum began with a
drive. And quite a long one too - three
hours away from the lazy resort town
is one of the best-preserved ancient
cities in the world: Ephesus. Having
been home to the Greeks as well as
the Romans, the city was the Roman
Empire’s Asian metropolis between the
first and fourth centuries. You'll need at
least three to four hours to experience
this site well enough, and taking a guide
along is highly recommended. | had the
good fortune of being guided around by
the resident architect, who told me that
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the city had originally been established
as a port and grew to be an extremely
important commercial centre in the
region. By the time | embarked on my
journey back to Bodrum, my mind was
full of enough information to require the
next three hours to process. The drive,
therefore, went by in a blink.

Most of my afternoon had been spent
exploring Ephesus and as | was making
my way back to Bodrum, | decided to
stop for a while at a quaint little town
called Milas. And it turned out to be a
wonderful idea - it was perfect for some
retail therapy! Home to a few fascinating
relics of its own, Milas is renowned for
its exquisite carpets and also houses a
bustling Tuesday market. Picking up
a few souvenirs, | then proceeded to
Lake Bafa on the recommendation of a
local. A quiet cup of tea at a cafe along
the shore, taking in the view of an old
monastery and the magnificent Latmos
Mountains, gave me exactly the repose
| needed before taking on the evening.

Bodrum has a particularly infectious
charm in the evenings, and | embraced
its energy the moment | found myself
in the heart of the town. Seated along
the harbour at a plastic table, | indulged
my senses to a fine Turkish meal: barbun
(fried red mullet) and deniz boérulcesi
(seaweed salad). As | finish with another
steaming cup of red tea, the mellow
sound of Turkish tunes wafts along from
somewhere in the distance. Perhaps a
band of musicians is playing somewhere.
Wrapped in this soulful melody, | begin
to wish | had more time, for another day
in this seaside paradise. ®

Facing page top: A shore in Bodrum;
Facing page bottom: Local handicrafts of
Bodrum; Right: Alleyways and souvenir
shops of Bodrum town in Mugla
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With a sprawling promenade, exquisite architecture and
temperate climate round the year, the seaside city of
Batumi makes for the perfect getaway

TEXT BY SARAH LANE
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I wondered how best to relish the piping
hot khachapuri sitting detectably in
front of me. Should I just dig in or use
a knife and fork? Perhaps | should use
my hands. Confused, | stared at the treat
on my plate - a boat-shaped flatbread
filled with molten cheese and egg,
topped with a slab of butter. Sheepishly,
I glanced at the gentleman next to me,
savouring his plate of this Georgian
delicacy - blending the cheese, egg and
butter with a fork, breaking a piece off
the bread and dipping it into the soup
like blend before enjoying a mouthful.
“This is how you enjoy khachapuri,” he
smiled at me, and | smiled back.

That's the thing about Georgia:
you feel at home in this country. |
experienced its warm hospitality in
Batumi, its most charming seaside city

(located in the autonomous republic
of Adjara), the introduction on how to
eat a khachapuri being the first of many
great experiences. It was early May
when | explored the city and felt almost
obligated to spend most of my time
outside - such was its dreamy weather. |
learnt from the locals that the city owes
its blissful subtropical climate to the
mountains and sea surrounding it: the
great and lesser Caucasus Mountains
in the north and east, respectively; the
Turkish mountains in the south; and the
sparkling blue Black Sea in the west.

My discovery of this beautiful and
vibrant city began at the Dolphinaruim,
located inside 6 May Park, a public
garden. Guided by their instructors, the
dolphins danced, hugged and performed
adorable tricks. They leapt, dived
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WHERE TO STAY

HOTEL BRIGHTON

Located in the centre of the
town, Hotel Brighton is close
to the Europe Square and

is a 5-minute walk from the
Black Sea coast. The terrace
offers beautiful views of the
surrounding mountains and
sea.

SHERATON BATUMI HOTEL
The Sheraton Batumi Hotel
is just a 15-min drive from
the Batumi International
Airport and the Central Train
Station. The property is pet-
friendly.

and walked on their flukes in perfect
coordination, leaving the audience in
the amphitheatre, spellbound. The park
also houses an aquarium and a zoo
along with a host of other recreational
and educational attractions.

A stone’s throw away is the Europe
Square, located in the centre of the
city and surrounded by magnificent
buildings. | could not not have found a
spot more serene for an evening stroll,
or to make some acquaintances. The
square’s exquisite pairing of restored
facades and modern architecture make
it the perfect place to feel the pulse
of the city. “But why name it Europe
Square?” | asked myself, perhaps a tad
too loud. A charming lady walking by,
stopped, smiled and explained, “After
joining the Assembly of European
Regions, the square was named
Europe Square, highlighting Georgia’s
aspirations towards Europe.” Pointing
to a tall statue in the distance, she
continued, “That is the statue of Medea,
a symbol of Georgia’s ancient ties to
Europe. It is also a reminder of Georgia’s
cultural connection to many ancient
civilisations.”

| retired for the night after being
audience to a spectacular laser,
music and water show of the Dancing
Fountains, one of the most beautiful
attractions of the seven-km-long
Batumi Boulevard. The fountains, | leant,
have been functioning in the boulevard
since 1977.

The following day, the first stop on my
itinerary was the Nobel Brothers Batumi
Technological Museum. Founded in
2007, the museum is located in the same
building where the Batumi office of the
Nobel brothers’ oil industry company
was established. The museum preserves
a number of interesting items depicting
the economic and cultural development
of Old Batumi. There, | acquainted
myself with the interesting biography
of Lao Jin Jao, a Chinese scientist who

Opening page: Aerial view of Batumi;
Facing page: A street in Batumi; Right:
The Europe Square
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A trip o the top of the
Alphaber Tower offers a
beaudiful view of the city

first started cultivating tea in Chakvi
(located 13 km away from Batumi) and
learnt about the history of tea culture in
the region.

From there, | moved to the nearby
Miracle Park, where an electronic
music concert was on in full swing. |
joined the crowd and matched steps
to the rhythmic beats. Surrounded by
modern architecture and infrastructure
and located at the heart of the city,
this area is a world in itself. Two of the
city’s top tourist attractions are located
right here: the Alphabet Tower and the
Batumi lighthouse. A trip to the top of
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the 130-m-high Alphabet Tower offers
a beautiful view of the city and the
Black Sea. Constructed in the shape of
a DNA strand, the tower was erected in
2012 and is dedicated to the Georgian
alphabet. Equally stunning views of the
city skyline can also be had from the
nearby 55-m-tall Panoramic Wheel, a
ferris wheel.

My hotel room overlooked the Black
Sea, its waters gleaming in the pale
light of the full moon. In front of me
lay the sprawling boulevard with its
illuminated attractions. | could make
out the lighthouse and the giant wheel,

which looked like a riot of colours from
the distance. But one sight that pulled
at my heartstrings was that of the
rotating statues of a man and a woman.
The travel brochure that | had picked
up during the day described them as
Ali and Nino, popular characters from
author Kurban Said’s novel of the same
name. It continued further to explain
that these were created by Georgian
artist and sculptor Tamar Kvesitadze
in 2010, and have become a symbol
of love and of the crossroads between
Europe and Asia.

| placed the brochure carefully inside
my journal and drew the curtains,
bringing a rather insightful and
memorable trip to an end. ®

Facing page top: Architecture of Piazza;
Facing page bottom: Moving sculpture
Ali and Nino; Top: The Piazza Square in
Batumi old town; Right: The souvenir
stalls of the tourist market
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NOT SURE WHERE WE FLY? CHECK OUT THE AIR ARABIA NETWORK

DID YOU KNOW?

Air Arabia has hubs in Sharjah,
Alexandria, Amman, Casablanca
and Ras Al Khaimah

DID YOU KNOW?

Air Arabia has more legroom
than any other low cost carrier
with a 32” seat pitch

// CORPORATE NEWS
// NETWORK MAPS
// CALL CENTRES

DID YOU KNOW?

Air Arabia Group operates
more than 1,400 flights a week
to more than 120 destinations




B CORPORATE NEWS

AIR ARABIA EGYPT STARTS DIRECT FLIGHTS

BETWEEN SOHAG-KUWAIT
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As part of its route expansion
strategy, Air Arabia Egypt
launched a new route linking
Sohag in Egypt to Kuwait.

The new flight operates three
times a week, on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays,
departing from SohagInternational
Airport (HMB) at 2340 hours and
arriving in  Kuwait International
Airport (KWI) at 0305 hours, the
following day. The return flight will

depart Kuwait at 0345 hours and
land in Sohag at 0535 hours local
time - operating Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Fridays.

Adel Al Ali, Group Chief
Executive Officer of Air Arabia,
said: “Egypt is one of our fastest
growing markets driven by both
business and tourist travellers.
Expanding our existing network
of direct flights from and to
Egypt is aligned with our ongoing

commitment to offering our
passengers access to destinations
at tremendous value.”

Air Arabia currently operates
flights to over 148 routes across
the globe from five hubs located
in the Middle East and North
Africa, continues on the mission to
create an ever-expanding network
of diverse destinations, allowing
for high-quality and cost-
effective travel.
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AIR ARABIA EGYPT TO START SERVICE TO

ITALIAN MARKET

Air Arabia Egypt announced that it
will commence its direct flights to Italy
starting from May 4th 2018; serving
Milan twice a week from its hub in
Alexandria, Egypt.

The flight will operate on Fridays
and Sundays under two different
timings. On Fridays, the flight will
depart from Alexandria International
Airport at 16:10 hours, and will arrive
at Milan Bergamo International Airport

at 19:45 hours local time. The return
flight will depart from Milan at 20:30,
landing in Alexandria at 24:00 hours
local time. On Sundays, the service will
depart from Alexandria International
Airport at 0710 hours, and arrive at
Milan Bergamo International Airport at
10:45 hours local time. The return flight
will depart from Milan at 11:30, landing
in Alexandria at 15:00 hours local time.

A fast-moving metropolis in the
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north of Italy, the city of Milan stands
as the epitome of art, fashion and
history. The cobbled streets of Milan
are filled with luxury and charm in
equal measure, and hold an abundance
of boutigue stores to browse through
and shop the industry’s latest trends.

Air Arabia currently operates flights
to 135 routes across the globe from
five hubs located in the Middle East
and North Africa.
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ATTABAD LAKE, HUNZA VALLEY, PAKISTAN ,

THE REGION

AIR ARABIA

INTERNATIONAL CALL CENTRES

ARMENIA
Yerevan

+374 60 60 3000
+374 10 22 4020

BAHRAIN
Nationwide call centre
+973 13310444

BANGLADESH
Chittagong

+88 1713482193
Dhaka

+88 1730037750

BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA
Sarajevo

+387 33295446

CHINA
Urumaqi
+86 9912304855

EGYPT

Nationwide call centre
+20 3 4543001
Hotline

16278

GEORGIA
Thilisi
+995 32240 00 40

INDIA
Nationwide call centre
+91124 3366444

IRAN

Tehran

+98 21888 710 96
Shiraz

+98 7136 271463
Lar

+98 7152 33 48 48
Mashhad

+98 51 33 400 437
Abadan

+98 615 334 58 08
Isfahan

+98 31 36650300

IRAQ

Baghdad

+964 77 25461180
Najaf

+964 7819288884/85
Erbil

+964 75 09652527
Basra

+964 77 25461179

JORDAN
Amman
+962 79 75 00003

KAZAKHSTAN
Astana

+7 717 246 60 80
Almaty

+7 727 272 6681

KENYA

Nairobi

+254 20 44
52855/537

+254 70 486071

KUWAIT
Kuwait City
+965 22254071
Farwaniya
+965 22206356

LEBANON
Beirut
+961149 6692

MOROCCO

Casablanca
+212 802000803

NEPAL
Kathmandu
+977 1444 4246

OMAN

Muscat

+968 2 470 0828
Salalah

+968 2 329 7796/98

PAKISTAN

Karachi

+92 21111 272 242
Islamabad

+92 512805345
Peshawar

+92 915250090/91/92
Sialkot

+92 52 4603171/72/73
Lahore

+92 42 35774167/68
Multan

+92 614 586 898 99

QATAR
Doha
+974 4407 3434

RUSSIA
All Regions
+7 495 9375925

SAUDI ARABIA
All Regions
+966 9200 11969

SRI LANKA
Colombo
+94 115 777 999

SUDAN
Khartoum

+249 183 746768
+249183 746769

TURKEY
Istanbul
+90 212 2415184

UAE

Sharjah

+9716 5580000
Abu Dhabi
+9712 6315888

UKRAINE

Kiev

+38 044 4906500
Kharkiv

+38 057 7328791
Odessa

+38 048 7772550
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JOURNEYS OF

AUTHENTIC LUXURY.

It begins with a beat. Sri Lankan drums on a private shore. The sound of waves
striking the cliffs in a passionate dinner on the rocks. The scent of Ayurveda’s
healing oils soothing you in the sanctuary of the spa. The breeze on your skin as
you explore villages by tuk-tuk. The tranquil hideaway of your private pool villa,
nestled in the midst of a coconut plantation and overlooking the Indian Ocean.
Escape to the extraordinary in a journey filled with authentic luxuries.

AéA
ANANTARA

PEACE HAVEN - TANGALLE
LIFE IS A JOURNEY. Visit anantara.com RESORT

Olbal) Lol acgono ol olas a5buo 0 3993 ol tapsll o | 9 wlikoc 310 sl gkl aysl g
G Yladn @a) 1,400 oo j5Al i GPI ayalnidl a8l L5| U_o}_le ST RN 1] cladl jladlg Glocg dyyaiawllg ad)Lidl
" dnag 120 @l Eguwll (Uil 32 dosall uljg

CAMBODIA - CHINA - INDONESIA - MALDIVES - MOZAMBIQUE - OMAN - PORTUGAL - QATAR - SRI LANKA - THAILAND
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - VIETNAM « ZAMBIA + OPENING SOON: TUNISIA
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STORIES THAT MATTER
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Bringing you the best and latest from the worlds of lifestyle, travel, entertainment and news
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storycrux.com

A digital initiative by Maxposure Media Group (I) Pvt. Ltd.
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For advertisement queries, please contact storycrux@maxposuremedia.com
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ENTERTAINMENT

lasting
relationships
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complete
solution

global sales
network

quality control

cost savings
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aeroplay lab™

Aeroplay Entertainment is a boutique Inflight Content Service
Provider delivering 360-degree service to various airline partners
globally. We create, source, licence and curate content all tailored to
passenger demographics.

Tailor-made content through multiple channels onboard.
FRANKFURT AM MAIN is o metropolis af the heart of Europe defined by sfimulating

conirashs of tradition and modemity, trade and cullure, business and tranquillity

The Frankfurt Tourist+Congress Board is your pariner for the Frankfurt Rhine-Main
A Maxposure Media Group Enterprise aeroplaymedia.com | info@aeroplaymediacom [ [ Region offering hotel reservation services, sightseeing tours in 23 longuoges, assistance Touriemus+Congress GmbH
for planning all kind of Frankfurt progrommes. www.frankfurt-tourismus.de Frankfurt am Main
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